January 2020 – Special Focus: Human Trafficking

JLM Resource Guide
Staying Involved / Learning More / Making a Difference…

On January 14, 2020, The Junior League of Milwaukee held a General
Membership Meeting with a special focus on human trafficking.
The meeting was open to the public – and provided an excellent opportunity for our
Junior League of Milwaukee members to interact with several key community
partners. This collaboration created a space for thoughtfully engaging in a difficult
but important conversation – including an informative panel discussion focused on:
✦
✦
✦
✦

understanding the landscape of human trafficking in labor and in sex;
addressing resources for immediate crisis management and secure housing;
examining the role that health care plays in identifying and treating victims;
and, exploring the ways in which therapeutic community programs are evolving
to work with survivors.

On the pages that follow, you will find a series of resources that will help you join
the Junior League of Milwaukee as we stay involved, learn more, and do our best to
make a difference. We look forward to working with you in an effort to make our
community safer for all – but especially as we work to protect our most vulnerable.
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If You Read / Do Nothing Else, Please Read + Do This!
Human trafficking is a serious issue. It impacts every community – in every part of the
world. The victims are often the most vulnerable – they have often suffered other
kinds of abuse – and they are far too often children.
The problem is a global one – and the conversations required to create change can be
difficult to have – but they are essential. We must bring this issue into the light.
On the pages that follow, we’ve provided a comprehensive look at human trafficking
from several different angles. We’ve offered definitions, statistics, links to agencies,
and ways to get involved. We’ve provided a detailed table of contents for you so that
you can jump ahead to whatever interests you most. We’ve attempted to frame this
issue within the context of our own community – and the League – but we also
understand that the volume / positioning of this content might not be accessible or
interesting to everyone.
For that reason, even if you read / do nothing else, please put this number in your
phone. It’s the National Human Trafficking Hotline – and it’s available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. You can also send a text to 233733 (BEFREE). Or, report online at
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/. Whatever you do, don’t ignore the issue. And
remember, if you’re the one needing help, these resources are there for you, too.

What is Human Trafficking – and How Do We Define It?
There are numerous definitions of human trafficking – all of which include terms like
violence, illegal access, fraudulent intention, victim recruitment, acts of coercion,
unlawful control, and physical or sexual abuse. It can be an uncomfortable topic to
explore in conversation – but we know that the dialogue is not just necessary – it’s
critical. Across the country, organizations like the Junior League are working to bring
the issue of human trafficking out of the shadows and into the light – so that we can
build awareness, share resources, and put an end to this complex and systemic cycle of
criminal exploitation and abuse.
In an effort to unite the League efforts already focused on
this issue, and as a means of insuring best use of the work
that had already been done in Leagues across the
country, the Association of Junior Leagues International
adopted the ABOLISH Movement in 2017 as “as an
association-wide initiative to scale the movement and
unite communities across the United States and beyond
in an effort to generate greater awareness of the
intractable, systemic issue of child sex slavery.”
The ABOLISH Movement’s website defines human trafficking as follows:
Simply put, human trafficking is modern day slavery.
But there’s nothing simple about the issue. By legal definition, human trafficking
is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for
the purposes of either a commercial sexual act or labor services, through the use of
force, fraud or coercion. There are two main forms of human trafficking: labor
trafficking and sex trafficking. While both are important issues, the ABOLISH
Movement focuses on sex trafficking, and specifically the commercial sexual
exploitation of children (CSEC), or child sex slavery.

With this broad definition in mind, the aim of ABOLISH is this: “Together we will find
a way forward. Together, we will improve lives. Together we will strengthen
communities.” Thankfully, we don’t have to tackle this monumental task alone.

What Are Governmental Agencies Doing to Address This?
Given the global impact of human trafficking,
and its role as an intergovernmental agency with
a strong and historic reach, The United Nations
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner
produced a Fact Sheet on Human Rights and
Human Trafficking (Fact Sheet #36) that expands
the definition to include a process of progressive
action, means, and purpose.
Using this model, human trafficking occurs when a perpetrator, often referred to as a
trafficker, takes any one of the named acts; employs the means of force, fraud,
coercion, etc.; and, does so for the purpose of compelling the victim to provide
commercial sex acts, labor, or services. It is important to note that according to this
definition, all minors are to be considered human trafficking victims – regardless if
force, fraud, or coercion is present. A minor can never provide consent.
Adding to the United Nations’ definition, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) – the
research, development, and evaluation agency of the Department of Justice – reminds
us that victims of human trafficking are often subjected to "involuntary servitude,
peonage, debt bondage, or slavery” – while also calling attention to the threat that
trafficking poses to all nations because trafficking promotes a “breakdown of families
and communities, fuels organized crime, deprives countries of human capital,
undermines public health, creates opportunities for extortion and subversion among
government officials, and imposes large economic costs.”
The NIJ takes a “listen, learn, inform” approach. As a result, their
organizational focus on ending human trafficking adheres closely
to a four-step mission:
•
•
•
•

exploring the nature and extent of human trafficking;
detecting and investigating traffickers;
prosecuting traffickers;
and, providing services for trafficking victims.

Looking next to the ways in which human trafficking negatively impacts our sense of
national safety, while the focus must always remain on prosecuting the traffickers and
protecting the victims of human trafficking, the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) takes a position that trafficking presents a far more insidious threat to our
security than most people realize – precisely because it does not look like we might
expect it to – especially when compared with what we might see in sensationalized
stories or dramatic movies. It’s often invisible, unless you're actively looking for it, and
it’s typically much more enmeshed –
and much more violent.
The DHS has consolidated
educational resources through a
unified program called The Blue
Campaign – and they provide

numerous resources to the public,
including a series of shareable videos that demonstrate just how easily trafficking and
recruitment can go unnoticed in our communities. One particularly powerful video
outlines some common misconceptions about human trafficking – while others
demonstrate to educators and school resource officers just how vulnerable our children
can be when they don’t know what signs to look for when with their peers, in school, or
even in foster care.
There are numerous other agencies working to provide relief – and we will explore
some of them in greater detail as we consider actionable steps we can take. As we do,
it may help to consider this caution from the Department of Homeland Security:
[Human trafficking] can happen in any community and victims can be any age, race,
gender, or nationality. Traffickers might use violence, manipulation, or false promises
of well-paying jobs or romantic relationships to lure victims into trafficking situations.
Language barriers, fear of their traffickers, and/or fear of law enforcement frequently
keep victims from seeking help, making human trafficking a hidden crime.
Traffickers use force, fraud, or coercion to lure their victims…They look for people
who are susceptible for a variety of reasons, including psychological or emotional
vulnerability, economic hardship, lack of a social safety net, natural disasters, or
political instability. The trauma caused by the traffickers can be so great that many
may not identify themselves as victims or ask for help, even in highly public settings.

Does Human Trafficking Impact My Community?
The short answer is: Yes. Absolutely. Whether you’re in Milwaukee or Mequon,
Bayview or Brookfield, your community is involved and your community is at risk.
Human trafficking
impacts every
community – in every
state within the United
States – and in every
country across the globe.
But we are especially at
risk here in Wisconsin.

The ABOLISH Movement heat-map posted above illustrates the impact of trafficking
across the United States. The volume of trafficking instances in our region is so high
that it makes it difficult to find our individual state on the map. The Milwaukee and
Chicagoland areas present numbers so intense, they appear as bright as much larger
regions – including more populated areas along the coast. Even one case of human
trafficking is too much – but our numbers are highly disproportionate to our overall
size and population. And that indicates a serious problem.
In fact, the national report
card issued by The Polaris
Project – an organization
dedicated to confronting
and ending sex and labor
trafficking in North America
– makes it clear that
residents of Wisconsin live
in a state that, quite simply,
needs to do better.

Where Are the Victims of Human Trafficking in My Community?
In our state, human trafficking is a complicated and layered issue. As we’ve learned
through our conversations with experts in this field, human trafficking in Wisconsin is
often connected to other serious criminal enterprises – including rape, gang violence,
abduction, drug use, gun trading, money laundering, vandalism, theft – even animal
abuse and dog-fighting. It is an issue that impacts our local community – but it is not
simply a local issue, and Wisconsin is joining other states in efforts to share information
and statistics with national and global agencies.
There are national statistics – provided by the Polaris Project – that show the
prevalence of specific types of trafficking, venues or industries for labor trafficking, and
venues or industries for sex trafficking.
As we learned in our
research, these
statistics, while grim,
only begin to tell the
story – and only begin
to convey the impact.
Most cases go unreported due to lack of protection, access, or agency. And, there is a
good deal of cross-over with the other criminal enterprises mentioned above.
Likewise, the venues / industries for labor trafficking are not mutually exclusive to sex
trafficking. We know that domestic workers held in debt slavery or bondage are more
susceptible to be sexually trafficked or abused – and it is unclear how many of these
cases are being reported.
Likewise, the highest reported incidents of sex trafficking by venue / industry might
surprise you. We might think of pornography as a likely place for victims of trafficking
to be exploited – but when we consider the prevalence of reported incidents in the
massage / spa business, we must also consider the number of victims who aren’t able
to report their cases to law enforcement due to threats or fear. Think about how many
times you’ve driven past a massage business that popped up in a strip mall or near a
highway, almost overnight. Knowing that this industry lends itself to human trafficking,
it’s clear to see why we say the issue is one that is hidden in plain sight.

How Do I Know if Someone is a Victim of Human Trafficking?
The ABOLISH movement website has excellent resources about how to identify the
signs of human trafficking – including this list of red flags and what might be revealed
upon a closer look with an informed eye for tell-tale signs of trafficking and abuse.
This data was taken from a report
created by the United States
Department of Health and Human
Services, Administration for
Children and Families, Children’s
Bureau. This list includes things

like being in possession of
unidentified keys to hotel rooms or
apartments; unwillingness to make
eye contact; excessive secrecy
when using electronic devices;
having false documents or IDs;
appearing to have unexplained
cuts, burns, or bruises; suddenly having excess cash; getting tattoos, marks, or brands
on the skin; and, the presence of sexually transmitted diseases or sex-related injury.
The literature is careful to state that none of these, on their own, are clear indications
of human trafficking – but if you’re concerned about someone you know, the available
resources also include a checklist of things to watch out for – along with guiding
principles and potential questions you might ask someone you think could be at risk.
For those who want to explore this issue a bit further, there is also a powerful toolkit
provided – and that toolkit includes additional data, along with a series of
recommended readings and videos. In the list of videos, there is a particularly
informative story about what the victim experience is like, shared in a TEDx Chicago
talk from 2012, given by Rachel Lloyd, the Founder and President of Girl’s Education +
Mentoring Services (GEMS) about how and why her organization came to be.

We recommend you watch and listen to Rachel’s story if you can. It’s powerful, candid,
and told by a woman who is, herself, a survivor.

What is Being Done in Wisconsin to End Human Trafficking?
In Wisconsin, there are numerous agencies dedicated to bringing an end to human
trafficking and providing support to victims and survivors. After years of independent
operations, in 2015, the first-ever state-level organization was formed via the
establishment of the Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force (AHTTF). This organization
changed the conversation about trafficking, framing it as a complex and multi-agency
problem that required a complex and multi-agency solution. This task force ultimately
became a way to communicate the various studies and reports that had been
developed in the years previous – including reports like those produced by the United
States Department of Health and Human Services for Region V (as shown below).
In 2017, the Wisconsin
Department of Justice created a
Human Trafficking Bureau – and,
as a result, worked to centralize a
number of resources into
databases and infographics that
provide at-a-glance information to
help gain access to people and
organizations that can help.
As example, the 2019 Starting Point
for Human Trafficking Victim Services
Map lists over 100 individual agencies
working to provide support to victims,
arranged by county. This list includes
hotline numbers, information about
how victims can obtain free bussing
and transportation to specific
agencies, and a series of state-wide
resources. Every county in Wisconsin
is represented and every county is
connected to a strategic office designed to provide more effective support. This is the
kind of cross-functional support we need in order to make a significant change. But we
know that we need to do much more than that…

In addition to the curation of state-wide resources, Wisconsin agencies like the Human
Trafficking Bureau are engaged in specific training, education, and oversight designed
to provide the community with more knowledge and more of the skills required to
address these issues head-on.
One such example is the partnership between Wisconsin’s Department of Justice and
the Truckers Against Trafficking group – an organization that provides essential training
to truckers, but also offers useful resources to parents so that they can speak to their
children (of all ages) about how to stay safe and report anything that puts them at risk.
In addition to training their
own workforce about human
trafficking, Truckers Against
Trafficking (TAT) also
developed a 4-hour curriculum
to share with law enforcement
that highlights what the drivers
are seeing in their routes, at
truck stops, and in
communities they visit. At this
point, Wisconsin is leading the way, along with ten other states, mandating that all
entry-level applications for a commercial driver’s license (CDL) receive TAT training.
Another initiative currently underway involves working with the Wisconsin School Bus
Association to provide training to bus drivers, given that they see children on a regular
basis – and could be the first ones to notice behavior changes and patterns of
behavior that might be hidden at home or at school, if they receive the proper support
and education about what to look for.
For more on this topic, please feel free to give a listen to the Wisconsin Public Radio
episode from 2019 that featured the changes that states like Wisconsin and Minnesota

are attempting to make in the ways that trafficking is identified and discussed.
Please also see page 15 for more about organizations in the Milwaukee metro area
that can provide additional information – but also could benefit from your support.

How Can I Get Involved with Working for a Solution?
The high volume of trafficking instances in our region means that yes, there is a great
amount of work to be done. However, as a League, we are an organization that has
tremendous empathy and a tremendous desire to act. And this means there is also a
clear opportunity for us to work together to make a difference.
As our AJLI founder, Mary Harriman said:
"We have the responsibility to act, and we have
the opportunity to conscientiously act to affect the
environment about us.”
For that reason, in order to help you identify those
opportunities within your own lives and within your
own communities, on the pages that follow you will
find things to view, things to read, and things to do
in order to work on this important issue in
whatever ways might interest you.
What you choose to do is completely up to you, of course – but as a follow up to our
conversation, we wanted to provide as many resources as possible, regardless of your
level of understanding or your current level of engagement.
These resources could include a film you use to host a movie night and discussion with
friends – or, it might be a book you read to your children to help them understand
what to do in an uncomfortable situation. It could be a list of places in the Milwaukee
area that could use your help – from volunteer opportunities packing hygiene bags for
victims – to opportunities for working pro bono in legal clinics. Maybe you’re an art
therapist looking to work with survivors – or an educator hoping to share resources at
your local library.
Whatever your interest, human trafficking presents an issue for which awareness really
does lead to change. So even if you just read this Resource Guide and learn
something new, you’re doing something to help. With that in mind, please do read on
– and if you have any resources you’d like to share, please reach out.

Let’s Start with the Participants in the January 2020 GMM
Under the inspirational leadership
of Laura Hyland, our current JLM
President (pictured far right), the
panel at the General Membership
Meeting on January 14, 2020
included some truly incredible
people with exceptional
dedication and talent. The
panelists are listed below, along
with links to their organizations
and information about the content
they shared with our members.
Pictured, from left to right:
from Sojourner Family Peace Center
Debra Field – Community Education and Prevention Coordinator
Debra helped us define and understand human trafficking – and provided an
overview of the services Sojourner offers to victims and their families.
from Lotus Legal Clinic
Kate Knowlton, JD – Interim Executive Director and Staff Attorney
Brianna Seipel – Resident Artist
Austin Mahlon Reece – Director of Survivor Empowerment
Brianna and Austin shared important information about the resources available
to empower survivors through the arts and humanities and highlighted a
collaboration with the Milwaukee Institute of Art + Design.
Kate shared her experiences with Lotus, explained the importance of the Safe
Harbor Law (see pages 23-25 for details), and invited JLM members working as
attorneys to get in touch with her via email for available volunteer
opportunities.

from HCAST
Dr. Wendi Ehrman – Associate Professor, Medical College of Wisconsin
Dr. Angela Rabbitt – Associate Professor – Pediatrics, Child Abuse Pediatrician,
Medical College of Wisconsin + Program Director, Child Advocacy + Protection
Fellowship at Children’s Hospital
Dr. Ehrman and Dr. Rabbitt spoke about the critical need for comprehensive
healthcare solutions to human trafficking – particularly in terms of the ways in
which victims can be identified, but also how easy it can be for a child victim of
trafficking or sexual abuse to slip through the cracks. They provided an
academic and accessible framework for recognizing how essential whole human
care is to the overall process.
And, while not pictured in our panel photo, very much present was Sherrill Knezel, of
Meaningful Marks, who provided the incredibly high-impact and information-rich
graphic recording you see below. Graphic recordings are excellent ways to solidify
learning experiences – especially when connected to difficult topics – and we’re so
glad to have this tangible, visual reminder of the dialogue we shared that evening.

NOTE: You can download this image and share it on social media using the resource link included in the February eBlast.

Finally, the meeting was held at St. Joan Antida High School – one of the
2018-2019 JLM grant recipients. We are grateful to them for providing their space
and support.
All of our panelists and participants would welcome follow-up questions from
membership. If you’d like to contact someone directly, you can use the embedded
links provided or reach out for additional information about how to contact them.

Some Other Organizations to Contact, Engage, or Explore
Given the importance of partnered solutions, in addition to the organizations listed
on the previous page, and in addition to those listed on the Human Trafficking
Bureau’s Resource Map, there are some local organizations we wanted to call your
attention to, in case you’d like to get more involved with opportunities to share your
time, your talents, and your treasures in the Milwaukee metro area.
Please see the list below – and if you know of an organization we should include,
please let us know.
The Human Trafficking Task Force of Greater Milwaukee

Meetings occur monthly, on the fourth Tuesday of every month, from 2pm-4pm. These
meetings are open to the public. If you’d like more information, please contact
httfmilwchair@gmail.com.
The Division of Child Advocacy and Prevention at the Medical College of Wisconsin

This resource was launched by two of our panelists, Dr. Rabbitt and Dr. Ehrman, along
with partners from Wraparound Milwaukee, Rethink Resources, the Proactive
Outreach for the Health of Sexually Exploited Youth, and the Healthier Wisconsin
Partnership.
Exploit No More

This is a faith-based organization, working on issues of awareness, advocacy, and
aftercare. It includes several other programs under its umbrella – like Stories of Hope,
Churches Against Trafficking, Schools Against Trafficking, and the MKE Resource Hub –
which is, itself, an aggregate of other resources for greater integration.
Aurora Health Care Healing and Advocacy Services

Aurora provides a comprehensive single-site treatment center for survivors, providing
them with "emergency care, counseling, forensic care, and nursing.” They also
operate a 24-hour crisis line.
Milwaukee Center for Children and Youth (MCCY)

The MCCY works on an interdisciplinary level. They partner with other agencies and
focus on ways that they can serve children who are abused, regardless of origin.

The Milwaukee LGBT Community Center

This organization provides a broad cross-section of resources for the community – and
includes an Anti-Violence Program (AVP) that addresses all kinds of sexual violence,
and includes crisis counseling, support, and community education.
RUBIES

Rubies is another faith-based program designed to help young girls and young
women pursue a life that uplifts them through education, social etiquette training,
awareness about trafficking recruitment tactics, career planning, and self-defense.
Pathfinders

Pathfinders is an outgrowth of a program that started at St. Mary’s Hospital in the late
1960s, called The Counseling Center of Milwaukee (TCCM). Over the last fifty years,
the names have changed – but the focus has always been to provide positive youth
development, trauma-informed care, supportive housing, and harm reduction.
UMOS

UMOS is another organization that has been operating for fifty years. Their Human
Trafficking outreach provides essential training to underserved communities – and
makes Spanish-language training available to all, while also operating a Spanish crisis
line 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, equipped to connect people to the National
Human Trafficking Line if need be.
The School Sisters of Saint Francis Peace + Justice Center

This initiative provides support to “stop exploitation, rescue and assist victims, and
advocate for legislative and judicial remedies to end human trafficking.” They also
work with border organizations in Illinois, and provide a toolkit to all Catholic parishes
in Wisconsin to help spread awareness and offer support.
The Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault

This organization works to centralize resources and provide a hub for community
engagement. Their listing of task forces and advocacy agencies also includes several
resources for those who might be caught up in immigration issues that are
complicating their relationship with their traffickers or abusers.

The Convergence Resource Center

This organization works with survivors of human trafficking using faith-based methods
to help victims “rebuild their lives.” The focus is on helping those impacted by human
trafficking reclaim their sense of health and safety, while also providing needed
resources to the community about how to participate in trauma-informed care.
The Milwaukee Joint Human Trafficking Task Force

Separate and distinct from the Human Trafficking Task Force of Greater Milwaukee, this
organization is focused on working with organizations like Sojourner Family Peace
Center, the Milwaukee Police Department, and the US States Attorney’s Office to
engage subcommittees focused on law enforcement, victim services, public outreach
and awareness, youth services, and strategic planning to effect change.
Fresh Start Learning, Inc.

Fresh Start Learning was started by a survivor of domestic violence and human
trafficking, with the goal of providing essential services to women and families in the
community. The organization offers many convenient and easy ways to volunteer –
and they are always looking for support from groups like the JLM for activities like
filling purses or delivering donations from Starbucks or Cranky Al’s donuts.
Artists Working in Education (AWE)

AWE works to create access to the “creative economy pipeline” in order to practice
self-determination with the tools to access art. The goals of AWE are to create safe,
supportive spaces that are necessary for healthy communities.
All of these resources allow you to connect with the resources that are here locally –
and support the overall goals of our ABOLISH Movement to address exploitation,
violence, and abuse.

Talking to Children + Teens About Human Trafficking
Children are the most vulnerable victims in human trafficking – and we need to be
able to give them the information they need in order to protect themselves from
harm. But, knowing where to start the conversation can be difficult. In addition to the
resources that have already been provided, we’ve also assembled some
comprehensive web resources, books, and videos that might help you get the
conversation started.
The team at unicef USA put together a list of things to say to kids in
order to help them stay safe – including where to go for help, if they
need it. This list is just a guide – and you might need to modify the
language, depending on your audience – but the points outlined
here will provide you with a foundation for starting one of the most
important conversations they might have about their future.
1. Educate yourself on the issue – and learn the signs of a trafficked victim.
2. Don’t accept friend requests from people you don’t know on social media.
Traffickers use sites like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram to lure their victims.
3. Be aware of how traffickers recruit people, and pay attention to your surroundings.
4. Don’t reveal too much about yourself (i.e. your full name, address, school, or living

situation) to people you don’t know, whether on your social media sites or in
person, no matter how friendly the person may be.
5. Never agree to meet someone you don’t know without first consulting a trusted

adult (i.e., parent, teacher, guidance counselor).
6. If you feel uncomfortable or are hesitant about a situation, confide in an adult who
you can help you make the best choices.
7. Making a decision to leave a situation or relationship where you feel unsafe or are
being harmed or threatened can be hard and scary. If possible, talk to someone
you trust, like a friend, family member, counselor, or youth worker.
8. If you are in immediate danger or are being physically harmed, call 911 for help.
9. If running away from home, try to find a safe place to go or call the runaway

switchboard at 1-800-Runaway.
10. If you suspect you or a friend are at risk trafficking, call the National Human

Trafficking Hotline at 888-3737-888 or text “BeFree” (233733).

In addition to the resources already outlined, organizations like YouthSpark.org also
provide resources on human trafficking that are meant to be shared with children and
teens. The YouthSpark website includes a blog that is authored by YouthSpark
members, focused on ways to talk to teens and kids about the dangers and risks of
recruitment into human trafficking using language they will relate to and understand.
The other resources available on the website include educational materials, policy /
advocacy opportunities, even funding sources available for court-involved youth.
Sometimes, the easiest way to start a conversation with a teen or young adult is to
lead them to the content you want them to explore in order to spark curiosity.
The titles listed below were recommended by teen and young adult readers, for
other teen and adult readers, on the topic of sexual exploitation and human
trafficking. We would also like to remind you of two important notes:
Note #1 – Please keep in mind that these titles are written for a young adult audience
– but may include explicit content. Reader discretion is advised.
Note #2 – The links will take you to Amazon listings – which, if you purchase, will
support the Amazon Smile account for the JLM – but you will likely also find these
titles at your local bookshop or library.
Trafficked – Kim Purcell
Naked (Entangled Teen) – Stacey Trombley
Dime – E. R. Frank
Little Peach - Peggy Kern
Traffick and Tricks – Ellen Hopkins
Hidden Girl: The True Story of a Modern-Day Child Slave – Shyima Hall
Up for Sale: Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery – Alison Marie Behnke

Additional Books for Adults to Review and Read
The top two recommended reads on human trafficking are below, along with a list of
other texts that you will likely find informative.

Girls Like Us – Rachel Lloyd

In Our Backyard – Nita Belles
Other texts (linked to Amazon Smile, benefitting the JLM):
• Somebody’s Daughter – Julian Sher
• Sold – Patricia McCormick
• Disposable People – Kevin Bales
• The Slave Next Door – Kevin Bales
• Human Trafficking Around the World – Stephanie Hepburn and Rita Simon
• Walking Prey – Holly Austin Smith
• Not for Sale – David Batstone
• Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of Modern Slavery – Siddharth Kara
• Stolen: The True Story of a Sex Trafficking Survivor – Katariina Rosenblatt
• Renting Lacy (A Call to Action) – Linda Smith
• The White Umbrella: Walking with Survivors – Mary Frances Bowley
• A Crime So Monstrous – E. Benjamin Skinner
• Breaking Free – Abby Sher

Finally, many organizations offer (and frequently update) their own reading lists to
include smaller runs of titles not always carried by larger publishers or in online
clearinghouses like Barnes and Noble or Amazon. For example, The Sisters of
Mercy Reading List on Human Trafficking features seven titles that include the
books listed above, but also titles written by some of the women in the religious
order, themselves. They also provide follow-up resources in case you’d like to host a
reading group or book discussion.

Resources You can View, Review, and Discuss with Others
Films and documentaries about human trafficking can be powerful, uplifting,
devastating, haunting, inspiring, and thought-provoking.
The film might be an award-winning documentary like Born into Brothels (2004) – or,
it might be an action film that spawns several sequels like Taken (2008). It could be a
foreign language film that shows the impact of human trafficking like Love Sonia
(2018) – or, it might even be an edit-friendly film like Red Light Green Light (2013),
which offers viewers the option to edit the footage in order to make their own clips
for educational and social sharing purposes – calling out what matters to them most.
There are numerous lists available on all of our favorite streaming services. Just
check out what we found using a simple search to create these curated lists below:
• human trafficking films + TV on Amazon,
• human trafficking films + TV on imdb,
• human trafficking films + TV on Wikipedia,
• human trafficking films on / from Sundance,
• and human trafficking films + TV on Netflix.

There are also all kinds of other resource guides for you to explore. We’ve tried to
include a few to get you started, but please check in with your local library, as well, as
they will have educational resources not always available by streaming services. And
don’t miss this WordPress site, as it not only provides summaries and detailed
information, but also allows you to download resource guides, and subscribe via RSS
feed so that you can stay alerted to new additions.
Film really does provide an opportunity to start a conversation using a shared
experience – especially films that are supported by a thoughtful narrative and an
informative storyline / dialogue of their own.

Additional Resources from the AJLI and ABOLISH Movement
We know that we’ve shared a large amount of information here already, but if you
would like to investigate these resources even further, and explore what the
Association of Junior Leagues International has to share in the way of resources,
please be sure to check the links available through the AJLI website posted below.
Each link will lead you to an additional resource library – rich with content you can
review, discuss, and share.
• At Issue: Human Trafficking,
• AJLI Resource Library on Human Trafficking (for League use),
• the ABOLISH Movement on InstaGram,
• the ABOLISH Movement on Twitter,
• AJLI Resources on Human Trafficking Prevention,
• AJLI Resources on Human Trafficking Policy + Public Justice,
• Human Trafficking Survivor Services,
• AJLI General Resource Library on Human Trafficking.

And, for more information about how to take direct action, please see the next
section on what you can do to protect the most vulnerable victims of human
trafficking, just by sending an email or picking up the phone.

And Now, a Call to Action on Safe Harbor Laws in Wisconsin
If you watched the video recommended on page 9 featuring Rachel Lloyd, you
heard about the origin of Safe Harbor laws – starting with the incredible work Rachel
did with GEMS in New York, starting in the late 1990s and early 2000s.
Safe Harbor laws generally insure that minors cannot be charged with crimes when
involved in a case concerned with human trafficking. Without this protection, if a
minor is involved in a human trafficking case, he/she/they can be arrested and
charged with prostitution. While we know how essential this level of protection is for
victims of human trafficking, as of 2020, Wisconsin has yet to pass any safe harbor
legislation.
One of the simple action steps you can take is to call your representative and request
that they pass Safe Harbor for Trafficked Youth (AB 41 / SB 49). This is a non-partisan
issue – and while a political issue, it is not an issue of politics. The bill is sponsored by
State Representatives Jill Billings and Jim Steineke and State Senators LaTonya
Johnson and Alberta Darling (past JLM President 1980-1982).
More detailed information about the bill and its impact are on the following two
pages, provided by Senator Alberta Darling’s office. We hope you find the additional
detail informative.
For now, one thing you can do is use the following tools to contact your
representatives and ask them to pass this important bill.
Click HERE to find the contact information for
your United States Representative.

Click HERE
to find
contact
information
for your current Senator in the Wisconsin State Legislature.

Safe Harbor for
Trafficked Youth
(AB 41/SB 49)

13

The average age
of a child sextrafficking victim

THE PROBLEM
Children in Wisconsin are being trafficked for sex in our state. Although these kids
are victims of numerous abuses, including sexual abuse, Wisconsin statutes remain
out of date and allow for children to be charged with the crime of prostitution.
For no other crime do we charge individuals for an abuse
committed against them. It’s time for this to change.
These kids are victims, not criminals, and they should be treated as such.
Without protection from prostitution charges, minors are afraid to speak out
against their abusers.

30

THE SOLUTION

72

A STATEWIDE
ISSUE

The number of
states including
D.C. that have
already enacted
similar legislation

Sex trafficking
has been reported
in all 72 counties
in Wisconsin

AB 41/SB 49 simply provides immunity for children under 18 from the crime of
prostitution.
This bill would reconcile our state statutes, as under Wisconsin law minors cannot
legally consent to sex, and to charge them with prostitution is contradictory.
Further, it aligns with the federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act,
which treats prostituted
minors as victims of
sexual exploitation
instead of delinquents
or criminals.

Sex trafficking is occurring
throughout the state. Over
a recent 15 month period,
there were 99 substantiated
reports to the Department of
Children and Families (DCF) of
child sex trafficking. Half of these
cases occurred in Milwaukee,
while the other half occurred
throughout the rest of the state.

States with Safe Harbor Laws
States without Safe Harbor Laws
Source: Shared Hope International

Safe Harbor for Trafficked Youth

4x

Convictions
of traffickers
quadrupled after
MN passed Safe
Harbor Legislation

70+

70 – 90%
of sex-trafficking
victims have
previously been
sexually abused

(AB 41/SB 49)

INCREASED CONVICTIONS OF TRAFFICKERS
“If we are going to be successful in building cases against traffickers, our real target,
we need victims to be with us, to provide the information we need to unravel the
trafficker’s network and to eventually testify in court. If we expect victims to
stand with us, they need to know they can trust us to help.”
— Judge Brad Schimel, Former Attorney General

Often, sex-trafficked children do not report their traffickers because they fear they’ll be
charged with a crime. This bill eliminates a barrier between survivors and law
enforcement, allowing them to report their traffickers and seek support.
In Minnesota, after passing Safe Harbor legislation in 2011, convictions of traffickers
quadrupled in 2012.

TRAUMA INFORMED POLICY
Criminalizing youth who have been sexually exploited can add to the trauma they have
already suffered. Treating trauma is a complex issue and avoiding re-traumatization is
essential to any victim’s recovery.
“To tell a young person in the same breath that they have had a serious crime
committed against them, and then charge them with a crime for what was done
to them, is a burden no young person should have to endure. And [current law]
is in conflict with our commitment as a state to Fostering Futures and
supporting trauma-informed systems, policies, and practices.”
— Dr. Joy Ippolito, Former Wisconsin Anti-Human Trafficking Coordinator,
Department of Children and Families

“The survivors tell us that jail does not help. The traffickers know that arresting these
young victims only reinforces their brainwashing that no one cares about them.”
— Jay Reinke, Human Trafficking Task Force of Greater Milwaukee

75
Cosponsors in
the Wisconsin
Legislature

JOIN US
It is time for Wisconsin to pass
Safe Harbor legislation.
Join us—along with 55 Assembly
cosponsors, 20 Senate cosponsors,
and advocates statewide—in supporting
AB 41/SB 49 and pledge to work to pass
the bill this session.

Safe
Harbor

JILL BILLINGS

Alberta Darling

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Wisconsin State Senator

Thank You for You Efforts, Attention, and Care
As League members, we know that the efforts of the few can create great impact for
the many. Thank you for taking time to learn more about human trafficking, explore
these resources, have these difficult conversations, and work to create change.
If you have any suggestions for resources or opportunities we might include, please
reach out by email, and we will follow up.
For now, thank you for sharing your time, your talent, and your treasures with our
community and with those who need our support the most.
And remember, even if you do nothing else, please, remember this number – and
don’t be afraid to ask for or encourage support. Together, we can work to abolish
child sex slavery, end human trafficking, and make our world a safer place for all.

